Prenatal cocaine exposure: decreased sensitization to cocaine and decreased striatal dopamine transporter binding in offspring.
Pregnant mice were treated with cocaine, 10 mg/kg/day, during days 13 to 20 of gestation. Cocaine sensitization and dopamine transporter binding were evaluated in offspring at 6 weeks of age. Sensitization, defined as the increase in activity after 5 injections of cocaine compared to 1 injection, was reduced in cocaine-exposed mice. Dopamine transporter binding in striatum was also significantly reduced in cocaine-exposed mice compared to controls.